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Executive summary

Migration has been at the top of the European political agenda since 2015 following a spike in peoplinU
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Ten point action plan for
migration along the Central
Mediterranean Route:

1. Improve access to lifesaving services for
vulnerable migrants along the Central
Mediterranean Route:

FCETEROFESTEEAT RSN A

2. Protect and empower women and girls along
the Central Mediterranean Route:

e

CERETEGETRERRERE

3. Increase humanitarian funding for countries
along the Central Mediterranean Route:

CHREZITNOE

s

Ensure EU asylum processing procedures
are principled and humane:

TERFETFRERE

Increase access to resettlement in the EU:

S TITITTELT ™






Introduction

In November 2015 at the Valetta Summit on Migration, the European Commission launched the EUTF for
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Family reugification
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NIGER, FOR EXAMPLE,

IS RANKED SECOND TO
LAST ON THE UN’S 2016
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
INDEX OF 188 COUNTRIES,

BASED ON LIFE EXPECTANCY,
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
AND GROSS NATIONAL
INCOME PER CAPITA.>®
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Urgent needs of
vulnerable migrants

People on the move across the CMR have a range of urgent humanitarian needs which agencies like
the IRC are working hard to address. However, a closer look at the situation in Niger and Libya reveals
that the challenges in meeting these needs are great and require concerted and coherent humanitarian,
political and diplomatic efforts.






Discrimination in Libya
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Migrants held captive in unofficial
detention centres
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Women and girls on the move
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Criminal gangs
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Intercepted at sea — returned to detention in Libya
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Asylum claims, resettlement
and return

In response to the dire situation for many vulnerable migrants in Libya, the EU has been supportive of two
channels for evacuation: VHR, which facilitates an individual’s return to their country of origin if they do not
need international protection; and the ETM, which affords asylum seekers of seven nationalities the potential
to be evacuated out of official detention centres to Niger, for possible onward resettlement to Europe

after assessment of their asylum application. The UN oversees both processes in cooperation with African
governments and EU member states who have agreed to accept returnees or allocate resettiement places.
Strengthening and expanding this strategic partnership via the EU-AU-UN Migration Taskforce is a vital tool
for helping thousands to escape horrendous conditions in detention centres in Libya, and to ensure those
with valid asylum claims are able to access the protection they are guaranteed under international law.
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External processing centres 1) Legality: i
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) Safe and humane conditions:h
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3) Access to the centres:W
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4) Due process
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Voluntary Humanitarian Return Programme (VHR)
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Economic development

The negative impacts of climate change and
regional instability in recent years have undermined
development efforts and increased poverty in the
Sahel. The Agadez region has seen a severe decline
in tourism as a result of the armed rebellion in
Niger in 2006 and 2007, and the Sahel Crisis of 2012.
Before Tuareg rebels stepped up attacks in the
uranium mining powerhouse in 2007, some 5,000
tourists used to arrive in Agadez annually, spending
3 billion CFA and putting the region among the
most active travel destinations in Sub-Saharan
Africa.®® This has also damaged the region’s ability
to utilise one of its most important assets, its natural
resources, following the recent closures of uranium
and gold mines.?® Deforestation, desertification and
frequent, severe droughts caused by climate change
have also jeopardised the rural livelihoods most
people in Niger depend on.

Impact of restrictive migration
management policies on development
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2) A one-size-fits-all approach to the
migration ‘business’
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Opportunities to support
economic development

Development financing
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Promote inclusion and accountable development
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Economic migration within the Sahel Economic migration between the Sahel and the EU
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Diplomacy

The EU’s diplomatic influence in the Sahel is arguably as important as the development funding it
provides in promoting peace and stability in the region. The EU and its member states continue to

be actively involved in peacebuilding and stabilisation efforts, through a combination of different
strategies. These range from support for regional counter-terrorism platforms, such as the Multi-
National Joint Task Force (MNJTF), to engagement in inter-regional stabilisation partnerships, primarily
the Libyan Quartet,"* and convening of international peacebuilding summits, most recently the Paris
Summit in May 2018. As crucial as these efforts are, there is much more that European states can do
with their significant diplomatic influence to increase the focus on good governance and secure human
rights for the most vulnerable within these processes.
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Human rights in Libya
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Peacebuilding in Libya
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Ten point action plan for
migration along the Central
Mediterranean Route:

1. Improve access to lifesaving services for
vulnerable migrants along the Central
Mediterranean Route:

FCETEROFESTEEAT RSN A

2. Protect and empower women and girls along
the Central Mediterranean Route:

e

CERETEGETRERRERE

3. Increase humanitarian funding for countries
along the Central Mediterranean Route:

CHREZITNOE
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Ensure EU asylum processing procedures
are principled and humane:

TERFETFRERE

Increase access to resettlement in the EU:
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