
Justice and Home Affairs Council, 9-10 December 2021:  
Leading human rights groups call for renewed commitment to solidarity and action 

to protect children in migration at EU borders. 
 

The humanitarian and protection needs at various EU borders, including of unaccompanied children and 
those with families, are escalating at the onset of winter.1 Recent developments in Afghanistan heightened 
these needs, with roughly half of the asylum applications of unaccompanied children  in the EU coming from 
Afghan individuals in August 2021.2 Moreover, amid increased arrivals at various EU maritime3 and land 
borders,4 most recently those of Poland,5 Latvia and Lithuania,6 children, travelling with families or alone, are 
at risk of human rights violations including refoulement and in urgent need of humanitarian assistance as 
well as access to asylum procedures, dignified reception conditions and adequate support.7 
 
Rather than introducing derogations to the EU asylum acquis8 that undermine the right to asylum,9 we urge 
the 

https://www.easo.europa.eu/latest-asylum-trends
https://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/europe-s-brutal-and-illegal-approach-to-migration-our-orders-are-clear-nobody-gets-through-a-2b65b102-46ce-4160-b8c4-7970cf631229
https://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/europe-s-brutal-and-illegal-approach-to-migration-our-orders-are-clear-nobody-gets-through-a-2b65b102-46ce-4160-b8c4-7970cf631229
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/07/1095872
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211008-croatia-admits-violent-migrant-pushbacks-greece-to-probe-reports
https://supportkind.org/resources/stepping-stones-to-safety/
https://www.gcr.gr/media/k2/attachments/GCR_SCI_GREECE_-_Children_on_the_Move_Sept_Oct_2021.pdf


● Reducing the number of children who remain unidentified or go ‘under the radar’ as they attempt 
to reach other EU countries irregularly to join family members or seek adequate protection.18 

● Strengthening legal pathways and transnational case management while removing systemic 
deficiencies19 in Dublin family reunion procedures, which leave unaccompanied children in legal 
limbo, exposed to multiple risks including trafficking and other forms of exploitation.  

● Strengthening trust and cooperation between Member States by alleviating the pressure and 
mitigating political tensions at EU borders, which put the lives and safety of children and families at 
risk.  

 
Concrete actions include:  

1. EU Member States, with support from the European Commission, should accelerate family reunion 
and initiate further voluntary relocation of unaccompanied children from EU border areas and 
Member States particularly affected by arrivals of individuals seeking protection at the onset of 
winter.  

2. EU institutions and agencies should develop a transparent operational framework for transnational 
procedures within the EU, including family reunion and relocation. This can be applied by all actors 
involved across the EU. The framework should include EU principles for model standard operating 
procedures for transnational procedures. Practical guidance on procedural safeguards and child-
centred inter-agency case management concerning unaccompanied children should also be 
developed. The framework should further include action and designate resources to strengthen and 

https://help.rescue.org/donate-pt/help-refugees-survive-winter?ms=gs_ppc_fy21_eoynm_14122020&initialms=gs_ppc_fy21_eoynm_14122020
https://missingchildreneurope.eu/over-18-000-missing-children-in-migration/


 


