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On World Refugee Day, with a record-breaking number of over 100 million people displaced across the 

globe1, it is vital for states to urgently act on their legal and moral obligations to welcome and support all 

people fleeing from persecution, human rights violations and armed conflict. With the outpouring of 

support and opening of borders to those fleeing Ukraine, we have seen that it is possible to respond to a 

crisis of historic magnitude and scale, while still maintaining the rights of hosting communities.   

All must receive equal and equitable support. As we aim to fully support Ukrainians, we see clear lessons 

in solidarity and a sustained responsibility sharing that must be applied in our responses to forced 

displacement everywhere. The Refugee Convention and the Global Compact on Refugees are essential 

tools that underscore the importance of protection, equality, and support for forcibly displaced people. It 

is important for states to reaffirm their commitments and galvanize political will to address global refugee 

responses with comparable urgency, coordination and resources, as witnessed at the outset of the Ukraine 

refugee response.  

Political will is key. By activating the Temporary 



https://www.unhcr.org/en-ie/livelihoods.html
/sites/default/files/document/6324/ircdrcnrcjointreportv4final.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/resettlement-data.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/05/1117932
https://www.unhcr.org/education.html#:~:text=Close%20to%20half%20of%20all,countries%20was%2068%20per%20cent
https://www.unhcr.org/education.html#:~:text=Close%20to%20half%20of%20all,countries%20was%2068%20per%20cent
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/education/612f85d64/unhcr-education-report-2021-staying-course-challenges-facing-refugee-education.html
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/education/612f85d64/unhcr-education-report-2021-staying-course-challenges-facing-refugee-education.html
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/education/612f85d64/unhcr-education-report-2021-staying-course-challenges-facing-refugee-education.html


 

Recommendations 
 

 

 

In the face of the staggering 100 million people displaced across the world we recommend the following action: 
 

Promote and uphold refugee protection and international law 

for all regardless of nationality, country of origin or transit, or 

other irrelevant criteria. International law is not determined by 

the geographical proximity of conflict and human rights are 

universal. 
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