
The Global Food Crisis: The world is seeing a hunger crisis of unprecedented proportions. More than 900,000 
people across the globe are one step away from famine, caused by the current global food security crisis, climate 
change, and conflict. The World Food Programme (WFP) warns that the number of people fighting to survive in famine-
like conditions is ten times more than five years ago. This is particularly dangerous for children. Last year, an estimated 
43,000 people died amid Somalia’s longest drought on record; half of them likely were children under 5 years old.

Deadly Impacts of Child Wasting: Globally, more than 45 million children experience wasting or acute malnutrition 
(too thin for height), the deadliest form of malnutrition at any given time, increasing their risk of death up to eleven-
fold. Cases continue to rise rapidly in near-famine contexts, like Somalia. Urgent action is needed to ensure treatment 
is available to all children suffering from this condition, as untreated wasting can cause death, lifelong health, 
physiological, and sociological impacts. 

The scope of this crisis is devastating, but a scalable solution exists. Treatment with ready-to-use 
therapeutic food (RUTF), an easy-to-administer, shelf-stable fortified peanut butter paste has shown to be highly prove an insurmountable barrier. These inefficiencies are exacerbated by a lack of 
long-term financing and a system of mutual accountability. 

IMPROVING CHILD SURVIVAL
AND WELL-BEING:  

Scaling and Decentralizing Wasting Treatment

Photo: Four-month old Mohamed Abdirahman is receiving nutrition support at the IRC’s Arif health facility at an IDP camp in Somalia in 2020.            1
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