
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Urgent – Protection of Civilians in andpn 

, Iraqi Prime 
Minister Haider al Abadi announced that military operations to re-take Mosul from ISIS had commenced.  
 

It is predicted that 200,000 people will flee in the first weeks of the operation and approximately one million people could 
be displaced if there is no siege scenario. This is against the backdrop of the fact that ten million people – one third of 
Iraq’s population – including 3.2 million Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are in need of humanitarian aid.  
 

Existing and planned camps will not have the capacity to host this population. Formal UNHCR or Iraqi government 
camps are likely to shelter only 200,000 to 400,000 (25 to 55 per cent of those in need in Mosul). The rest will have to 
find shelter elsewhere, including unfinished buildings, schools and mosques. Even those in official camps may be 
without enough food, water, or blankets, as the International Rescue Committee (IRC) witnessed in Fallujah1. 
Humanitarian actors are in a race against time to ensure critical support is in place. 
 

The IRC has been operational in Iraq since 2003, and are planning to reach up to 60,000 people within the first two 
months of displacement, as well as looking to drastically scale up our operations to reach 90,000 people. Our support 
is focused on providing multi-purpose cash assistance, protection monitoring and legal assistance including at the 
security screening facilities, and specialised protection services for women and children. 

 

Applying lessons learnt from Fallujah to Mosul 
Lessons learnt from operations to clear ISIS from Fallujah and the greater Anbar governorate must be implemented in 
practice or civilians’ lives and livelihoods will be impacted on a devastating scale.  
 

In Anbar, past operations to clear the area from ISIS and efforts to assist people upon their arrival to displacement 
camps – often in large influxes over brief periods of time – have struggled to quickly ensure effective coordination and 
provision of sufficient water, food, and humanitarian relief items and services. This is why for Mosul, planning and 
prepositioning stock and resources must take place now as well as an investment in camp and out of camp infrastructure 
development. Moreover, people have been prematurely encouraged to return to their homes despite heavy 
contamination of mines and improvised explosive devices in Anbar resulting in casualties, and therefore no premature 
returns should be encouraged in Mosul. 
 

As was the case in Anbar, conditions inside ISIS-held territory in Mosul are not fully known due to a lack of access. 
Those who have fled former ISIS-held areas such as Fallujah and Hawija have reported a lack of food, water, medicine 
and jobs. Those who have managed to escape have spoken of the difficulties of identifying exit routes and the dangers 
encountered on them; one family who recently escaped Hawija spoke of how they left as a group of 30, but only 25 
arrived in Kirkuk due to five fatalities caused by improvised explosive devices (IEDs) on the way. One man also 
described how his brother was caught trying to escape and was imprisoned, with the family now expected to pay a 
$1,000 fine.  
 

Acting now to save Iraqi lives and livelihoods 
It is unlikely that displacement from Mosul will be short lived.  Civilians will be forced to navigate territory riddled with 
explosive elements in an effort to flee for their lives. Cleared and genuinely safe routes out of the city must be established 
and effectively communicated so people can make an informed choice about what they should do. Premature returns 
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