
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is one year since the introduction of Europe’s flawed migration policies to close borders along the Western 
Balkan route and return migrants and refugees 



The continued n





In 2016, 51,091 asylum applications 

http://www.asylo.gov.gr/
https://www.neweurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/december2016-action-plan-migration-crisis-management_en-4.pdf
https://www.neweurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/december2016-action-plan-migration-crisis-management_en-4.pdf


people continue to go through complicated procedures without legal aid, receive the wrong information, listen to 
rumours, and are increasingly likely to make harmful decisions, such as abandoning the asylum procedure and 
moving on with smugglers, as they wait too long in a process they cannot understand.  
 

Our key recommendations have not changed. 

x Vulnerability assessments and procedures should remain as per current Greek Law 4375/2016. 
Vulnerable individuals should not be put through the accelerated border procedures and family separation 
should be seen as a contributing factor to vulnerability and avoided. 

x EU member states should fulfill their commitments to deploy a sufficient number of well-trained asylum 
experts and lawyers to support the GAS with the asylum, family reunification and relocation processes for 


