
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Urgent Action Needed to  

Avert Famine in Yemen 
 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/YEMEN%202017%20HNO_Final.pdf


http://sanaacenter.org/files/yemens_economic_collapse_and_impending_famine_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/ground-gender-and-conflict-analysis-yemen
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/YEMEN%202017%20HNO_Final.pdf
http://www.emro.who.int/surveillance-forecasting-response/surveillance-news/weekly-update-cholera-cases-in-yemen-29-december-2016.html
http://www.emro.who.int/surveillance-forecasting-response/surveillance-news/weekly-update-cholera-cases-in-yemen-29-december-2016.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/ground-gender-and-conflict-analysis-yemen
http://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/_assets/files/alerts/gpc_briefing-note_four-famines.pdf
http://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/_assets/files/alerts/gpc_briefing-note_four-famines.pdf


  

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/ground-gender-and-conflict-analysis-yemen
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/ground-gender-and-conflict-analysis-yemen
https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/other/irrc_855_stoffels.pdf
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Security Council renewed the Yemen Sanctions Regime on 23
rd

 February 2017, with no concessions to 

mitigate its adverse impact on supply of humanitarian commodities. While the IRC and other humanitarian 

actors continue to import large quantities of essential nutrition and medical supplies to meet the growing 

humanitarian needs, a combination practical, bureaucratic and administrative barriers are impeding a more 

robust response. 

 

Direct attacks on vital transport infrastructure 

 
From the start of the conflict, both sides have deliberately targeted and destroyed key transport infrastructure, 

including ports, bridges and roads. From March 2015 to January 2016, ten ports, fourteen airports, and 512 

roads and bridges were destroyed, which has diminished options for importation and inland transportation of 

goods.
19

  Such tactics are a major contributing factor to the pre-famine situation.
20

 At the same time continued 

https://yemen-news-today.org/category/effects-of-the-war/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52638#.Vm3DHjalw6_
http://insurancemarinenews.com/insurance-marine-news/two-merchant-ships-attacked-off-yemen/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-oil-exclusive-idUSKCN11K2BQ
http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=915176275&Country=Yemen&topic=Politics
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/gulf/2017/03/27/White-House-considering-potential-attack-to-liberate-al-Hudaydah-port.html
http://www.logcluster.org/document/yemen-operation-overview-january-march-2017
http://www.logcluster.org/document/yemen-operation-overview-january-march-2017
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_res_2216.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2016_73.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2016_73.pdf
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needs. However, a combination of strict procurement guidelines demanded by donors, sheer scarcity of 

domestic supply options and erratic bureaucratic barriers are creating excessive delays for importation of 

essential commodities, particularly medical supplies.  

 

Essential medicine and medical supplies, which are defined by the World Health Organization (WHO), range 

http://blogs.savethechildren.org.uk/2017/03/saudi-arabia-delaying-medical-aid-to-yemen/


http://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/_assets/files/alerts/gpc_briefing-note_four-famines.pdf
http://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/_assets/files/alerts/gpc_briefing-note_four-famines.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/iran/Minimum_standards_for_child_protection_in_humanitarian_action.pdf
http://www.gbvguidelines.org/
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=AE2D398352C5B028C12563CD002D6B5C
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3. Safeguard vital transport installations and services from attacks 

 

The establishment of UNHAS flights into Aden, replacing the sea travel into Aden from, which is both 

lengthy and costly, is a welcome development and will greatly enhance the efficiency of humanitarian 

operations. However, restoration of air services between Sana’a and Aden, would significantly enhance 

the efficiency of humanitarian actors, and contribute to the lowering of high operating costs. 

 

The threat of military action that looms over the port of Hodeida remains a critical concern. An attack 

would lead to all shipping vessels being be diverted, overwhelming the capacity of remaining ports. This 

would undoubtedly hasten the onset of famine – especially when coupled with the continued air 

blockade in the north. Given the pre-famine situation, a direct attack on remaining ports, or intentional 

disruption of supply channels for basic commodities may amount to use of starvation as a method of 

war, a violation of IHL, and must be avoided.  

 

 

4. Prioritize a political settlement 

 

Ultimately, a political settlement to the situation on Yemen is the only means to resolve the conflict, 

protect civilians and avert famine. Millions of civilians in Yemen are suffering, and thousands of women 

and children may die if parties to the conflict do not re-engage in the United Nations Peace process.  

The effects of the current pre-famine conditions are bound to have an adverse and lasting legacy on 

future generations in Yemen, and must be stopped at the earliest opportunity. 

 


