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Voices of refugees and internally displaced  
people from Niger and Nigeria

LAKE CHAD’S 
UNSEEN CRISIS
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The violent seven-year conflict originating in Nigeria has intensified in the last three years  
and spread across borders into Niger, Chad and Cameroon, causing a growing humanitarian 
crisis in a region known as the Lake Chad Basin.

This is Africa’s fastest growing displacement crisis.  
It is taking place in one of the poorest and most  
fragile parts of the world – out of sight and out of  
mind of world leaders. Across the Lake Chad Basin 
countries, 21 million people are affected by the crisis. 
9.2 million are in desperate need of humanitarian 
assistance, and over 2.6 million people have  
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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ESCALATING HUNGER  
AND LIVELIHOODS CRISIS
Across the Lake Chad basin countries of Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon, 6.3 million people 
are severely food insecure; 4.4 million of these people are in Nigeria. The people in the Lake  
Chad Basin region are some of the poorest in the world and even under normal circumstance  
suffer from high levels of hunger and malnutrition.
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PROTECTING THE VULNERABLE
Everyone shared stories of violence, fear and abuse. 

Men and boys have been targeted in killings,  
forced recruitment and arbitrary detention, including  
by security forces and civilian vigilante groups.  
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A Risky Return

People return to their towns and villages, often to 
find their homes and communities destroyed. Others, 
who return too early, are subject to renewed attacks, 
repeated displacement and loss of life.

 We went back to Madagali in March  
2015 for six weeks. Everything had  
been destroyed. One day, while working 
on our farms we were attacked by the 
insurgents, about 10 people were killed  
and several injured. Most of us took refuge 
in the bush for three days. The insurgents 
stole our food and cattle and some people 
were captured including my wife and 
25-year-old daughter, I couldn’t do anything 
to save them. I had to come back to St 
Theresa Catholic Church. Each day that 
passes I can’t help but imagine what  
my family are going through. I wish we 
never went back.

Ouseini, 64, male IDP, St Theresa Catholic Church,  
Yola, Nigeria.

 I am a wife and mother of 11 children.  
We ran from Madagali about eight 
months ago when we were attacked by the 
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Our Collective Response

ACF, Action Aid, Christian Aid, COOPI, CRS, DRC, International Medical Corps, Intersos, 
IRC, Mercy Corps, NRC, Oxfam, Plan International, PUI and Save the Children are 
supporting people affected by the conflict in the Lake Chad Basin through providing 
water, sanitation, hygiene, food, nutrition and livelihood support, shelter, education, 
health and protection activities.

THE NEED FOR A COMPREHENSIVE 
RESPONSE
Overshadowed by governments’ focus on political and military objectives, the magnitude  
of this unfolding humanitarian crisis goes woefully unseen and unaddressed. 

The international community and the governments 
of Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon were slow to 
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Young girl, Sayam refugee camp, Diffa, Niger. Photo: Vincent Tremeau/Oxfam

 For now, I can’t go home. But if  


