LAKE CHAD’S
UNSEEN CRISIS
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The violent seven-year conflict originating in Nigeria has intensified in the last three years
and spread across borders into Niger, Chad and Cameroon, causing a growing humanitarian
crisis in a region known as the Lake Chad Basin.

This is Africa’s fastest growing displacement crisis.

It is taking place in one of the poorest and most
fragile parts of the world — out of sight and out of
mind of world leaders. Across the Lake Chad Basin
countries, 21 million people are affected by the crisis.
9.2 million are in desperate need of humanitarian
assistance, and over 2.6 million people have



RECOMMENDATIONS



ESCALATING HUNGER
AND LIVELIHOODS CRISIS

Across the Lake Chad basin countries of Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon, 6.3 million people
are severely food insecure; 4.4 million of these people are in Nigeria. The people in the Lake
Chad Basin region are some of the poorest in the world and even under normal circumstance
suffer from high levels of hunger and malnutrition.



PROTECTING THE VULNERABLE

Everyone shared stories of violence, fear and abuse.

Men and boys have been targeted in killings,
forced recruitment and arbitrary detention, including
by security forces and civilian vigilante groups.



A Risky Return
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THE NEED FOR A COMPREHENSIVE
RESPONSE

Overshadowed by governments’ focus on political and military objectives, the magnitude
of this unfolding humanitarian crisis goes woefully unseen and unaddressed.

The international community and the governments
of Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon were slow to

Our Collective Response
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http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/lake-chads-unseen-crisis-voices-of-refugees-and-int
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Young girl, Sayam refugee camp, Diffa, Niger. Photo: Vincent Tremeau/Oxfam
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