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Yemen’s Triple Emergency:  

COVID-

https://www.undp.org/content/dam/yemen/General/Docs/ImpactOfWarOnDevelopmentInYemen.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/04/middleeast/yemen-coronavirus-intl/index.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2019_Yemen_HRP_V21.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2019_Yemen_HRP_V21.pdf
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/925/summary


 

IRC | Yemen’s Triple Emergency          

https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-covid-19-preparedness-and-response-snapshot-4-july-2020-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-covid-19-preparedness-and-response-snapshot-4-july-2020-enar
https://www.ghsindex.org/country/yemen/
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-covid-19-preparedness-and-response-snapshot-20-june-2020-enar
/press-release/irc-coronavirus-testing-shortfall-crisis-affected-states-risks-undetected-outbreaks
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-covid-19-preparedness-and-response-snapshot-4-july-2020-enar
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-calls-for-drastic-action-in-yemen-as-coronavirus-infections-reach-one-million
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-extension-june-december-2020-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-extension-june-december-2020-enar
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31235-6/fulltext
/press-release/disease-death-and-destruction-yemen-experiencing-unimaginable-nightmare-warns
https://insight.wfp.org/yemen-responding-to-coronavirus-in-the-worlds-worst-humanitarian-crisis-e4af03c77c6f
https://insight.wfp.org/yemen-responding-to-coronavirus-in-the-worlds-worst-humanitarian-crisis-e4af03c77c6f
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Extension%20Yemen%20HRP%202020_Final%20%281%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Extension%20Yemen%20HRP%202020_Final%20%281%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-extension-june-december-2020-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-extension-june-december-2020-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-extension-june-december-2020-enar
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/yemeni-children-face-deadly-hunger-and-aid-shortages-covid-19-pandemic-spreads
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/77307.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/covid-19_rapid_assessment_april_2020_knowledge_attitude.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20200409_acaps_risk_report_covid-19_impact_on_yemen_update.pdf
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A health system overwhelmed 

Years of conflict has decimated Yemen’s health system, leaving only half of the country’s health facilities fully 

functional. As a result, nearly 18 million people lack access to basic healthcare, representing close to two-thirds 

of the population and including over 10 million children. Eighteen percent of the country’s districts have no 

doctors at all. In the absence of state capacity, health services are heavily dependent on humanitarian actors 

with NGOs supporting around 60% of functioning health facilities. 

Yemen further lacks the specialist care needed for those infected with COVID-19. The entire country has only 

380 ventilators and 710 ICU beds for a population of around 30 million and faces a severe shortage of oxygen 

– a critical frontline treatment. Projections show the country will need at least 200,000 ICU beds. In Sana’a, 

MSF reports that the ICU has only 15 beds and that in recent weeks it has been at full capacity. In Aden, there 

are just 60 hospital beds dedicated to COVID-19 and 18 ventilators – all of which are already in constant use. 

Given the limited capacity at health facilities and shortages of PPE and other supplies, health facilities are being 

overwhelmed and, in some cases, are shutting down entirely. IRC staff report that hospitals are already turning 

away patients with COVID-19 symptoms for fear of further transmission, and in some cases asking patients for 

proof of a negative COVID-19 test before admission. Meanwhile, humanitarian actors and local authorities are 

racing to increase the number of isolation units for COVID-19 to a total of 59, but there are currently only 25 

functioning units. NGOs are supporting several of the new isolation units, including one by the IRC. 

The weakness of the health system has contributed to Yemen’s extremely low testing rates with only the most 

severe cases being tested, in turn leading to an alarmingly high fatality rate of nearly 27% – four times higher 

than the global average. 

As health facilities struggle to function or people choose not to seek health care for fear of contracting the 

disease, untreated minor illnesses could become life-threatening. Humanitarian actors like the IRC have worked 

hard to ensure that critical programs like those for malnutrition treatment have continued. Yet, d

https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-extension-june-december-2020-enar
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/yemeni-children-face-deadly-hunger-and-aid-shortages-covid-19-pandemic-spreads
https://yemen.un.org/en/47991-health-care-workers-fragile-health-system-and-looming-spectre-covid-19-yemen
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2019_Yemen_HNO_FINAL.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-covid-19-preparedness-and-response-snapshot-20-june-2020-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-covid-19-preparedness-and-response-snapshot-20-june-2020-enar
https://www.csis.org/analysis/online-event-crisis-and-survival-amidst-covid-19-yemen
https://www.msf.org/covid-19-has-made-yemen-health-system-collapse-complete
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/12/middleeast/yemen-coronavirus-deaths-intl/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/12/middleeast/yemen-coronavirus-deaths-intl/index.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Yemen_COVID_Weekly_Snapshot_14%20June%20V4.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-covid-19-preparedness-and-response-snapshot-20-june-2020-enar
https://www.unicef.org/yemen/sites/unicef.org.yemen/files/2020-06/Yemen%20five%20years%20on_REPORT%20.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/yemen/sites/unicef.org.yemen/files/2020-06/Yemen%20five%20years%20on_REPORT%20.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/yemen/sites/unicef.org.yemen/files/2020-06/Yemen%20five%20years%20on_REPORT%20.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-flash-floods-flash-update-no-3-30-april-2020-enar
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/report/covid-19-humanitarian-crises-double-emergency
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2020.00152/full
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-covid-19-preparedness-and-response-snapshot-20-june-2020-enar
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N1808325-1.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20200609_acaps_yemen_analysis_hub_end_of_saudi_financial_support_to_yemen_scenarios.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20200609_acaps_yemen_analysis_hub_end_of_saudi_financial_support_to_yemen_scenarios.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20200609_acaps_yemen_analysis_hub_end_of_saudi_financial_support_to_yemen_scenarios.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20200609_acaps_yemen_analysis_hub_end_of_saudi_financial_support_to_yemen_scenarios.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-covid-19-preparedness-and-response-snapshot-4-july-2020-enar
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2019/Prolonged_conflict_would_make_Yemen_poorest_country_in_world_UNDP.html
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX.TRF.PWKR.CD.DT
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX.TRF.PWKR.CD.DT
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Yemen%20Humanitarian%20Update%20Issue%206%20%28June%202020%29%20%5BEN%5D.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/yemen/reports/falling-through-cracks-children-yemen
https://www.wfp.org/publications/2020-global-report-food-crises
https://www.wfp.org/publications/2020-global-report-food-crises
https://www.wfp.org/publications/2020-global-report-food-crises
https://www.wfp.org/countries/yemen
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/yemeni-children-face-deadly-hunger-and-aid-shortages-covid-19-pandemic-spreads
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/yemen/#cf-2eyj6ztfaJsT2ksANDEIxY
/report/war-destroyed-our-dreams-why-international-community-should-invest-yemens-peace
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/yemeni-children-face-deadly-hunger-and-aid-shortages-covid-19-pandemic-spreads


 

IRC | Yemen’s Triple Emergency           5 

Barriers to the COVID-19 Response 

Amid COVID-19, access restrictions and conflict are increasing and funding decreasing. These trends must be 

reversed immediately, or they will derail hard-won progress in alleviating Yemenis’ humanitarian needs. 

Funding Curtaileust be 

https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/925/summary
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Yemen_Humanitarian_Update_Issue_09.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Yemen_Humanitarian_Update_Issue_09.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-food-security-alert-april-08-2020
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Access_annual_snapshot_V2.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Access_annual_snapshot_V2.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Access_annual_snapshot_V2.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Access_annual_snapshot_V2.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Access_annual_snapshot_V2.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/yemeni-children-face-deadly-hunger-and-aid-shortages-covid-19-pandemic-spreads
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Situation%20Report%20-%20Yemen%20-%203%20Jun%202020%281%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-extension-june-december-2020-enar
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Yemen%20Humanitarian%20Update%20Issue%206%20%28June%202020%29%20%5BEN%5D.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/yemeni-children-face-deadly-hunger-and-aid-shortages-covid-19-pandemic-spreads
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/04/middleeast/yemen-coronavirus-intl/index.html
https://www.unfpa.org/news/matter-life-and-death-yemens-women-and-girls-funding-dries
https://csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/200429_Lise_Grande_Event_Transcript.pdf?a5cRTBO2TM1x.s0IHQRVxQ4QIPOxS7wL
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-humanitarian-situation-children-yemen
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/yemeni-children-face-deadly-hunger-and-aid-shortages-covid-19-pandemic-spreads
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Yemen%20Humanitarian%20Update%20Issue%206%20%28June%202020%29%20%5BEN%5D.pdf
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https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/yemeni-children-face-deadly-hunger-and-aid-shortages-covid-19-pandemic-spreads
https://mailchi.mp/439a69e52480/june2020-yemen-data-project-update-6435060
https://mailchi.mp/439a69e52480/june2020-yemen-data-project-update-6435060?e=fc53a0b63c
/press-release/disease-death-and-destruction-yemen-experiencing-unimaginable-nightmare-warns
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/21/yemen-separatists-seize-island-of-socotra-from-saudi-backed-government
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/06/yemen-gov-southern-separatists-agree-ceasefire-arabia-200622152037838.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/06/yemen-gov-southern-separatists-agree-ceasefire-arabia-200622152037838.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-security-separatists/saudi-led-coalition-deploys-troops-to-monitor-truce-between-yemeni-allies-idUSKBN23V1L2
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-extension-june-december-2020-enar
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/yemen-%E2%80%94-rapid-displacement-tracking-update-14-20-june-2020
https://mailchi.mp/439a69e52480/june2020-yemen-data-project-update-6435060?e=fc53a0b63c
https://mailchi.mp/439a69e52480/june2020-yemen-data-project-update-6435060?e=fc53a0b63c
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IRC Recommendations 

1. All donors should move quickly to T
87uovide additional and flexible humanitarian financing. 
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