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A health system overwhelmed

Years of conflict has decimated Yemen’s health system, leaving only half of the country’s health facilities fully
functional. As a result, nearly 18 million people lack access to basic healthcare, representing close to two-thirds
of the population and including over 10 million children. Eighteen percent of the country’s districts have no
doctors at all. In the absence of state capacity, health services are heavily dependent on humanitarian actors
with NGOs supporting around 60% of functioning health facilities.

Yemen further lacks the specialist care needed for those infected with COVID-19. The entire country has only
380 ventilators and 710 ICU beds for a population of around 30 million and faces a severe shortage of oxygen
— a critical frontline treatment. Projections show the country will need at least 200,000 ICU beds. In Sana’a,
MSF reports that the ICU has only 15 beds and that in recent weeks it has been at full capacity. In Aden, there
are just 60 hospital beds dedicated to COVID-19 and 18 ventilators — all of which are already in constant use.

Given the limited capacity at health facilities and shortages of PPE and other supplies, health facilities are being
overwhelmed and, in some cases, are shutting down entirely. IRC staff report that hospitals are already turning
away patients with COVID-19 symptoms for fear of further transmission, and in some cases asking patients for
proof of a negative COVID-19 test before admission. Meanwhile, humanitarian actors and local authorities are
racing to increase the number of isolation units for COVID-19 to a total of 59, but there are currently only 25
functioning units. NGOs are supporting several of the new isolation units, including one by the IRC.

The weakness of the health system has contributed to Yemen'’s extremely low testing rates with only the most
severe cases being tested, in turn leading to an alarmingly high fatality rate of nearly 27% — four times higher
than the global average.

As health facilities struggle to function or people choose not to seek health care for fear of contracting the
disease, untreated minor ilinesses could become life-threatening. Humanitarian actors like the IRC have worked
hard to ensure that critical programs like those for malnutrition treatment have continued. Yet, d
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Barriers to the COVID-19 Response

Amid COVID-19, access restrictions and conflict are increasing and funding decreasing. These trends must be
reversed immediately, or they will derail hard-won progress in alleviating Yemenis’ humanitarian needs.

Funding Curtaileust be
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IRC Recommendations

1. All donors should move quickly to T8ruovide additional and flexible humanitarian financing.
T D
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