
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Action Can Begin at Home, But It Cannot End There: 
9 Humanitarian Goals for the Biden -Harris 
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President Biden will take the helm of a world on fire. �,�5�&�¶�V�� ���������� �:�D�W�F�K�O�L�V�W of the 20 countries most at risk of 
greater humanitarian crisis reveals that untended conflict, unmitigated climate change, and now COVID-19 are 
driving unprecedented humanitarian need and attendant instability. The number of people globally in need of 
humanitarian assistance tripled between 2015 and 2021, rising to 235.4 million. The COVID-19 pandemic is 
exacerbating vulnerability, increasing global humanitarian needs by 40% over the last year and reversing decades 
of hard-won progress to reduce poverty, gender inequality, hunger, disease and mortality rates. Since the 
beginning of the pandemic, political violence has increased in 43 countries, including in settings where IRC works 
like Libya, Yemen, and Mali that were already experiencing complex emergencies. Violent conflict has increased 
75% over the last decade; accordingly, the number of people forcibly displaced has nearly doubled since 2010, 
with nearly 80 million people now forcibly displaced and the number of refugees increasing by 14 million just over 
the last four years. These trends are concentrated in fragile and crisis-affected countries: The 20 countries on 
�,�5�&�¶�V�������������:�D�W�F�K�O�L�V�W 

https://www.rescue.org/article/top-10-crises-world-should-be-watching-2021
https://gho.unocha.org/
https://www.rescue.org/report/covid-19-humanitarian-crises-double-emergency
https://gho.unocha.org/
https://www.rescue.org/report/2021-emergency-watchlist#:~:text=Watchlist%202021%20reveals%20that%20the,global%20retreat%20from%20humanitarian%20obligations.
https://www.rescue-uk.org/report/yemens-triple-emergency-covid-19-conflict-and-collapsing-international-response
https://www.rescue.org/report/venezuelan-displacement-crisis-test-global-commitments-and-solidarity
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1. We cannot beat COVID -19 at home until it is b eaten abroad . COVID-19 is a top priority because it has 
brought the world to its knees. According to the 

https://www.rescue.org/report/catalyzing-us-response-covid-19-humanitarian-settings
https://www.wsj.com/articles/coronavirus-has-thrown-around-100-million-people-into-extreme-poverty-world-bank-estimates-11602086400
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/07/1068261
https://www.ghsindex.org/
https://theindependentpanel.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Independent-Panel_Second-Report-on-Progress_Final-15-Jan-2021.pdf
https://www.rescue.org/report/2021-emergency-watchlist
https://www.rescue.org/report/2021-emergency-watchlist#:~:text=Watchlist%202021%20reveals%20that%20the,global%20retreat%20from%20humanitarian%20obligations.
https://www.rescue.org/report/modernizing-humanitarian-assistance?edme=true


https://www.bcg.com/en-us/publications/2017/cost-efficiency-development-unleashing-more-time-and-money-for-humanitarian-aid
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-streamlined-approach-treat-acute-malnutrition-brings-same-recovery-children-lower
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-streamlined-approach-treat-acute-malnutrition-brings-same-recovery-children-lower
https://www.rescue.org/sesame
https://www.rescue.org/sesame
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/2021/01/12/remember-the-fundamentals-as-we-build-back-better-in-girls-education/
https://www.rescue.org/report/cost-living-covid-19-humanitarian-cash-transfers-prevent-hunger-and-hardship%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://www.rescue.org/report/cost-living-covid-19-humanitarian-cash-transfers-prevent-hunger-and-hardship%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://www.rescue.org/report/cost-living-covid-19-humanitarian-cash-transfers-prevent-hunger-and-hardship%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://www.rescue.org/report/modernizing-us-refugee-response-overseas
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol40/4905/2016/en/


https://www.rescue.org/report/win-win-multi-year-flexible-funding-better-people-and-better-value-donors-0?edme=true%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://www.rescue.org/report/refugee-compacts
https://deeply.thenewhumanitarian.org/refugees/community/2018/02/05/jordan-lebanon-compacts-should-be-improved-not-abandoned
https://www.rescue.org/report/new-responses-refugee-crisis-promises-and-challenges-ethiopia-case-study-world-bank-financing
https://www.rescue.org/report/moving-beyond-emergency-whole-society-approach-refugee-response-bangladesh
https://www.rescue.org/report/venezuelan-displacement-crisis-test-global-commitments-and-solidarity
https://www.rescue.org/report/refugee-compacts
https://www.rescue.org/report/recommendations-rebuild-and-strengthen-us-refugee-admissions-program
https://medium.com/@JoeBiden/my-statement-on-world-refugee-day-fddb4abddfd5
https://www.rescue.org/report/safety-all-responding-humanitarian-crisis-central-america-restoring-us-asylum-system-and
https://www.rescue.org/report/safety-all-responding-humanitarian-crisis-central-america-restoring-us-asylum-system-and


https://www.rescue.org/resource/international-rescue-committees-gender-action-plan




  

 

 


