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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Agenda 2030)
and its pledge to ‘leave no one behind'’ is a global commitment

to improve the lives of the most vulnerable among us. However,

a new report from International Rescue Committee (IRC) and

the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) — SDG progress:
Fragility, crisis and leaving no one behind — shows that
millions of ‘people caught in crisis’ — people living in conflict, and/
or who are displaced within their own countries or across borders
— are in fact being left behind. Failure to take action now means
that the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will not be met,
undermining the credibility of the international community and
leaving millions to die unnecessarily.

2019 is a pivotal year for the SDGs. Heads of State will for the first
time since 2015 attend the High-level Political Forum (HLPF) on
the SDGs. This is the moment to review progress and revise our
strategy before it is too late.

OECD, States of Fragility 2018, http://www.oecd.org/dac/states-of-fragility-2018-
9789264302075-en.htm (accessed 22 September 2018)

20r 82% are either off track or lack the data for an assessment of progress. ODI &
IRC (2018) ‘SDG progress; Fragility, crisis and leaving no one behind’, p 8
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SUppsala Conflict Data Program, quoted in ODI & IRC (2018), p.13
50ODI & IRC (2018), p 12; p 41

people caught in crisis need
humanitarian assistance
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Fragile and conflict affected states are where the greatest needs
and challenges to achieving the SDGs exist — and where 2.3 billion
people will live by 2030*. The report finds that the vast majority

— up to four in five — of fragile and conflicted affected states are
off-track to achieve select SDG targets by 20302 These states
will be home to around 85 per cent of those remaining in extreme
poverty — some 342 million people —in 20302. Current trends in
these countries indicate that undernourishment is on the rise; lack
of sanitation is expanding; the number of people living in slums will
grow and early child-hood death remains endemic. By 2030, 70
per cent of under-five deaths — 2.4 million child deaths — will occur
in fragile and conflict affected states*. At the same time, violent
conflicts have more than doubled since 2000 and more people
have been forced to flee their homes than at any time since World
War IP. Itis estimated that 152 million people are currently in need
of humanitarian assistance and 12 of the top 15 refugee-hosting
countries are themselves considered fragile®. All projections point
to greater deprivation of people caught in crisis by 2030. We will
see a growing gulf in terms of people’s outcomes — their well-being
and needs — between fragile countries and the rest of the world
and people caught in crisis will be even more excluded than they
are now.

.SDG ghgress wagility, wisis and leaving mi<ine yenind

Behind all of these numbers is the harsh reality of disrupted
lives: families without hope or a home, children out of school,
young people with no jobs and poor health, struggling to survive
and living in conflict or in a new country that is often already
grappling with its own poverty and lack of opportunities. Conflict
and crisis can have a catastrophic impact on basic services

and infrastructure, from the demolition of schools and health
clinics to overwhelming numbers of people relying on already
stretched social services. This, in turn, can have devastating
consequences for people’s lives in key areas of health and
nutrition, education, freedom from violence and decent work.

r'y e et IRC mobile health team staff treat a severely malnourished child
in Lahj, Yemen. Kellie Ryan/IRC
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“United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees quoted in ODI & IRC (2018), p 43
8Flowers cited in ODI & IRC (2018), p 32
°IRC cited in ODI & IRC (2018), p 37
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Three years into Agenda 2030 and it is clear that people caught in
crisis are already being left behind.

Collective outcomes — the results of our joint action that can be
observed in the dalily lives of people, and measured by meaningful
indicators and targets — are the central premise of Agenda 2030.
The SDGs provide a good framework for defining measurable
outcomes for reducing the causes and consequences of poverty
but are yet to be translated to address the specific challenges
faced by people caught in crisis.
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Second, world leaders must collectively prioritise better to ensure that funding gets to those who need it most and that the right
action is taken.
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., Orient financing towards people in crisis: Ha * { Qe §& /& &>, we @{‘! s h{'\ ey A g!‘? e~ el \ ea 1/ g e
* uvt @, which host the majority refugees. D 3 ¢ aV LN a.eN @, 'Uf\ _eg e wut-spa “uy™\. tosyppqrtrefugee
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responses. B atea /T3 g, Ve vat ja A a it 3 ayYh. @ Ve, U 1 erfeyyTal”
. .ui & toincentivise positive policy changes and drive economic growth in host countries.

.. Align policies and programs with trends of displacement: Approache§ to displacgment crises need to chart a pathway from short-
term emergency response to long-term resilience. G @ Y€\l e 2}"“‘\ W _ eu.eq Vte_vat vate e>, wevla v
e 1 O ay. They should harness the SDGs to promote policies that enable refugees to become self-reliant, such as through
access to quality social services, access to the labour market, and freedom from violence and discrimination.
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. Ggnerate and publish timely and accurate data: 8 & Ba\ ‘a¥7uNHC J iDalaCevie, *‘u!; e g3 afab :?
ayr_ lree E aaseslahetgmn Hteé.eveal y Jfala e’ ® Y 4 elevw [ eueq ay”
texes e { _e« « - Data collection should be driven by clearly defined outcomes, targets and indicators aimed at delivering the
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SDGs to people in crisis.

.. Join up humanitarign and development efforts: Hu wayta_ ava ¥y > e /™ 3 o0 *\3]" ol Nake 1 eely
e Qe 1€V} aVYX_ . a i av . fromthe start of a crisis to reduce overlaps and gaps and ensure that immediate and longer
term needs are met.
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Third, world leaders together with donors, the private sector and non-government organisations must commit to find new and better ways

to meet the needs of people in crisis.
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Eradicate extreme Proportion of People in Reduction in poverty = % of households
poverty for all population below displacement rates with income below
people everywhere,  the international contexts generate national poverty
measured as people  poverty line, sufficient income to lines;
living on less than by sex, age, meet basic needs

% of households
receiving livelihoods
support within 2
weeks of a crisis

$1.25 a day employment status
and geographical
location (urban/rural)

End all forms Pre{% of /imcelr W fBgreeessEe(%eee 8hE48mA45y0( JJthe)-G8( Mrurae1x5forms)-G( I c56 Ml all forms
of malnutrition,

including achieving,

by 2025, the

internationally

agreed targets

on stunting and

wasting in children

under 5 years of age





