Summary

The crisis in Venezuela and its regional impact are
continuing unabated, driving displacement on a pace
and scale that requires greater action from the
international community. The Solidarity Conference,
scheduled for October 28-29 in Brussels, is an
opportunity to apply the lessons learned from other
displacement crises, mobilize resources and promote
policies that can protect displaced Venezuelans and
host communities today and turn the crisis into a
development opportunity tomorrow.

Unlike many wealthier countries, which are closing their
doors to migran
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The Venezuelan crisis and its consequences

Conditions inside Venezuela continue to deteriorate as
the economic crisis drives catastrophic shortages in
food, medicine and clean water and reduces access to
basic services. Infant mortality rates inside Venezuela
have risen to levels not seen in two decades. Eighty
percent of the population faces food insecurity. Levels
of moderate and severe malnutrition among children
under five have risen from 10 to 17 percent—<crisis
levels. As a result, 1.3 million Venezuelans who have
fled the country were already malnourished.

As of October 2019, 4.5 million Venezuelans had fled
the country. This population is estimated to grow to 5.4
million by the end of 2019 and 7.5 million by the end of
2020. These future displacements will likely include
increasingly vulnerable populations, such as children,
pregnant women, the elderly and people with
disabilities, placing greater strain on host countries.

The crisis already represents Latin America’s largest
displacement in modern history. There is no sign it will
end in the near term. Even when it does, it will take
years before Venezuelans will be able to safely and
sustainably return home.

Venezuela’s neighbors are bearing the burden of
the displacement crisis with a mixed response, but
resources and public support are wearing thin.

Roughly 80 percent of displaced Venezuelans are still
in the region. Colombia hosts the largest population
(2.4 million), followed by Peru (860,900), Chile
(371,200), Ecuador (330,400), and Brazil (212,400).

Many countries initially responded with welcoming
policies, but limited resources mean that countries that
grant legal rights and access to services may not be
able to deliver fully on their commitments and integrate
populations. The region already faces stagnated GDP
growth while public healthcare and education systems
were already strained and underfunded before
Venezuelans arrived. Public support among
Colombians for welcoming Venezuelans fell by 20
percent from 61 percent in February to 41 percent in
June. On average, nearly 47 percent of Venezuelans
report facing discrimination; these rates are higher in
Colombia (52 percent) and Peru (65 percent), which
are hosting a greater number of Venezuelans.

As backlash grows, some countries are retreating from
inital commitments. Peru no longer allows
Venezuelans to apply for short-term stays nor access
to jobs and education. As legal migration pathways
close, more refugees and migrants will be forced to
take illegal routes that subject them to human
trafficking and armed groups. Monitoring this year
found over 50 percent of Venezuelans already faced
risks during their transit. In Ecuador, the government’s
requirement that people present their criminal record
certificate at entry points contributed to a halving of
official entries between January and March 2019, while
irregular entries increased by 29 percent. Ecuador’'s
latest requirement that Venezuelans secure an
Exceptional Temporary Residence Visa on
humanitarian grounds—a near impossible requirement
to meet—will only worsen the situation.

A lack of harmonized policies could drive a race to
the bottom that would put Venezuelans at risk and
discourage welcoming policies.

An inconsistent and unpredictable regional response
exacerbates the vulnerability of Venezuelans, who are
left to navigate a complex and wide range of legal
requirements for entry, documentation and access to
basic services. Some hosts—Peru, Ecuador and Chile,
among others—have introduced new requirements for
documentation, requiring valid passports after
previously requiring only a national ID card. This
amounts to a virtually insurmountable barrier; it has
become nearly impossible for Venezuelans to obtain or
renew their passport, as bureaucratic delays can last
up to two years and fees to expedite the process can
amount to four times the minimum monthly salary.

Countries in the region recognize the need for better
coordination. In September 2018, the Quito Declaration
was launched to improve regional cooperation and
learn from best practices. In July 2019, Quito members
adopted the “Road Map of the Buenos Aires Chapter”
which focuses on the integration of Venezuelans—the
roadmap includes important commitments in areas like
human trafficking and healthcare and proposed an
Information Card for Regional Mobility to enhance
documentation. However, it lacks longer-term solutions
to address longer-term needs.
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http://elucabista.com/2018/02/21/resultados-encovi-2017-radiografia-la-crisis-venezolana/
http://elucabista.com/2018/02/21/resultados-encovi-2017-radiografia-la-crisis-venezolana/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/11/15/venezuela-numbers-highlight-health-crisis
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/db180814.doc.htm
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/oas-report-venezuelan-migrants-and-refugees-unprecedented
https://r4v.info/en/documents/details/71719
https://issuu.com/damg22/docs/gallup_2019_3
https://issuu.com/damg22/docs/gallup_2019_3
https://www.apnews.com/86af47e8a2ed47a2b80576c7e925c754
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/7/5d317c4f4/survey-highlights-risks-faced-vulnerable-venezuelans-move.html
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Protection%20Monitoring%20Report%20for%20VenSit%20-%20EN%20-%20July%202019.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/crisis/venezuela-regional/fy19/fs2
https://www.reuters.com/article/venezuela-migration/venezuela-creates-migration-police-new-passport-payment-system-idUSL2N1WL0ZE

Challenges and opportunities for
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https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/venezuelan-refugees-and-migrants-colombia-situational-report-october-2018
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/venezuela/2019-07-26/venezuelan-refugee-crisis-not-just-regional-problem
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2018/12/5c12bbae4/displaced-colombians-open-doors-venezuelan-refugees-migrants.html
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R43813.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/venezuelas-military-despite-us-expectations-has-not-turned-on-maduro/2019/04/13/bd0928de-5d2b-11e9-9625-01d48d50ef75_story.html
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/71865
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/30651/131472SP.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://colombiareports.com/colombia-poverty-inequality-statistics/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-migration-colombia/venezuelan-migrant-influx-costs-colombia-05-percent-of-gdp-president-idUSKCN1M82B9
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/south-american-migration-crisis-venezuelan-outflows-test-neighbors-hospitality
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2018/11/06/despite-challenges-venezuelan-migration-into-colombia-can-boost-its-growth
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2018/11/06/despite-challenges-venezuelan-migration-into-colombia-can-boost-its-growth
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/506c8ea1e4b01d9450dd53f5/t/5c5da213652deab29333e4eb/1549640213352/Colombia+Report+-+January+2019+-+2.0.pdf
/press-release/new-irc-survey-shows-extreme-coping-strategies-venezuelans-colombia-are-undertaking

Global leaders are absent

Funding and the diplomatic response to the Venezuelan crisis have been inadequate given the scale of the
displacement and economic, political and social implications for the region. The international community is
at risk of missing a critical opportunity to invest early on to mitigate further risks to Venezuelans and leverage

the displacement as a development opportunity.

The 2016 New York Declaration for Refugees and
Migrants and the Global Compact on Refugees
represent agreements by donors and host countries
that investments in long-term solutions and more
equitable responsibility sharing are needed to address
protracted crises. The Venezuelan crisis represents a
real-time test of these commitments—and the
international community is failing.

Despite its magnitude, the Venezuelan crisis is viewed
as a regional problem and is receiving a fraction of the
attention required. Funding for the response is far lower
than comparable crises. Whereas aid dollars per Syrian
refugee hit $5,000 in 2018, it has peaked at $300 per
Venezuelan. In its first year, the Venezuelan regional
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https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/oas-report-venezuelan-migrants-and-refugees-unprecedented
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/venezuela_cr_fs04_09-30-2019.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/04/12/us315-million-to-help-improve-services-for-migrants-from-venezuela-and-host-communities-in-colombia
https://www.iadb.org/en/news/idb-approves-grant-funds-countries-receiving-migrants-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-opinions/wp/2018/09/11/its-time-for-a-coordinated-financial-response-to-the-venezuelan-exodus/
https://fts.unocha.org/




