Safety for all

Responding to the humanitarian crisis in Central America, restoring
the U.S. asylum system, and protecting the most vulnerable
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Introduction


https://globalmigration.ucdavis.edu/prevention-deterrence-policies-have-counterintuitive-relationship-migrant-death-crisis
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/reports/2018/07/24/453660/family-separation-detention-deter-immigration/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/integrating-refugees-asylum-seekers-germany
/country/germany

A competent and protection-forward asylum system is a matter of political will and policy. If the Biden
administration gets it right, the U.S. will be a beacon of hope and can credibly urge the international community to

step up and share responsibility worldwide. If not, the consequences will be measured in lives lost and in regional
and political instability.

Please reach out to JC.Hendrickson@rescue.org for additional information on the recommendations below.


mailto:JC.Hendrickson@rescue.org
/announcement/irc-dallas-helps-individuals-detained-ice-receive-fair-day-court
/announcement/irc-dallas-statement-child-separation

1. Surge humanitarian assistance to both sides of the border

In 2019, Mexico was featured for the first time in the IRCis 2019 Watchlist,® signaling that multiple risk factors are


/report/irc-emergency-watchlist-2019
/sites/default/files/document/3733/ircmexicoassessmentreport.pdf
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/sites/default/files/documents/Doctors%20Without%20Borders_No%20Way%20Out%20Report.pdf
/sites/default/files/document/3733/ircmexicoassessmentreport.pdf
/sites/default/files/document/4580/waitinginjuarez-2020final4.pdf

border. The IRC operates a border shelter, the Welcome Center in Phoenix, to provide critical assistance
to asylum seekers released from ICE detention.4

Deploy a major information campaign across the region to counter misinformation and publicize
policy changes.


/announcement/welcome-center-asylum-seeking-families-launches
https://www.signpost.ngo/

B. Ensure minors are processed in strict accordance with existing child protection laws (e.g.,
TVPRA) and that families (including children traveling with siblings, grandparents, etc.) are never
separated due to immigration status.

C. Improve oversight, accountability, and transparency for DHS agencies (USCIS, CBP, and ICE)
including their budget, implementation, and enforcement policies. Supervision and training of
government officials interacting with vulnerable asylum seekers is necessary to ensure that
implementation of immigration laws and policies is consistent with the U.S.is humanitarian values. DHS
agencies should be competent and properly trained to utilize security data systems, identify asylum
seekers, and elicit relevant testimony in a protection-forward, trauma informed manner. Increased
competence and protection-forward training would ensure that implementation of asylum laws, rules and
regulations result in efficient, fair and credible asylum processing.

D. Ramp up COVID-19 response capacity at POEs. The U.S. should rapidly invest in PPE, rapid COVID-
19 testing capability, and trauma-informed public health expertise at POEs. POEs, reception centers, and
border shelters must be equipped to manage COVID-19 using standards driven by science and public
health expertise, not enforcement agencies.

E. Construct short-term reception centers to meet logistics and protection challenges. To meet acute
challenges posed by a sudden and significant increase in the number of people arriving at the southern
border (at and between POES), the administration should consider the short-term usage of reception
centers to expedite registration in a protection-based manner. The creation of reception centers would
also mark a clear departure from the use of ICE and CBP facilities and registration procedures that have
demonstrated an inability to uphold the humane treatment of all people and have as a result lost public
confidence. Such facilities must foremost ensure the protection of migrants and asylum seekers and
preserve the right to asylum and other forms of humanitarian legal protection. Reception centers should
be created with funding transferred from ICE programs.16

a. Expedite asylum seekers’ registration and initial processing. Asylum seekers must not be
held for the duration of the adjudication of their claims; reception centers must only provide triage
and processing. Individuals should stay for a maximum of 72 hours.

b. Grant full access to humanitarian and social service organizations to reception centers.
Civil society should be based on-site to ensure the provision of urgent medical and psychosocial
services, legal orientation, logistics coordination, and other linguistically and culturally responsive
services.

c. Release asylum seekers to the border shelter network. There must be strong referral
pathways between reception centers and border shelters to end the practice of vulnerable people
left without basic necessities upon release from initial federal custody.

F. Formalize and expand the existing network of border shelters in the U.S. (See Section 1.C.)

a. Fund specially equipped border shelters or other (non-CBP or ICE) facilities to provide a
place for COVID-19-positive asylum seekers to quarantine before reuniting with their
sponsors. Such facilities should be provided with PPE, rapid testing machines, and have
healthcare professionals on staff. Asylum seekers should be referred to medical care as needed
and provided updated health information in their own language. Individuals must not be detained
and have agency to move freely if they choose to self-isolate in a separate location, in line with
public health expert recommendations.’

b. Equip shelters to provide transit coordination and referral to longer-term support in host
communities across the U.S.



https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/resource/public-health-measures-safely-manage-asylum-seekers-and-children-border



https://www.vera.org/projects/legal-orientation-program
https://www.gao.gov/assets/670/666911.pdf
https://s33660.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/The-Family-Case-Management-Program.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/programs/survivors-of-torture
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2012.301136
https://usipc.ucsd.edu/publications/usipc-seeking-asylum-part-2-final.pdf
https://www.vera.org/advancing-universal-representation-toolkit/the-case-for-universal-representation-1



/sites/default/files/document/4981/essentialsofgbvduringandaftercovid-19625vfupdated629.pdf

F. Fund programming for the protection of women and girls. With some of the highest rates of femicide
globally, violence against women and girls is a driver of displacement across the region. This threat facing


/sites/default/files/document/4580/waitinginjuarez-2020final4.pdf

Appendix

The administration must rescind policies unlawfully limiting asylum eligibility, denying due process, and preventing
asylum seekersi economic self-sufficiency. This list is not comprehensive.

A. Rescind policies unlawfully limiting asylum eligibility.

a. Direct DOJ and DHS to rescind 83 FR 55934,2° the interim final rule barring asylum for people
who cross the border between ports of entry.

b. Direct DOJ and DHS to rescind 84 FR 33829, the interim final rule barring asylum for people
who transit through a third country on their way to the U.S. southern border in search of safety.

c. Direct DOJ and DHS to withdraw 84 FR 69640,3! a proposed rule that would add seven
categorical bars to asylum eligibility and constitute an unnecessary and punitive overhaul of the
asylum protections enshrined in U.S. and international law.

d. Direct DOJ and DHS to withdraw 85 FR 36264,
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/11/09/2018-24594/aliens-subject-to-a-bar-on-entry-under-certain-presidential-proclamations-procedures-for-protection
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/11/09/2018-24594/aliens-subject-to-a-bar-on-entry-under-certain-presidential-proclamations-procedures-for-protection
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/16/2019-15246/asylum-eligibility-and-procedural-modifications
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/12/19/2019-27055/procedures-for-asylum-and-bars-to-asylum-eligibility
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/15/2020-12575/procedures-for-asylum-and-withholding-of-removal-credible-fear-and-reasonable-fear-review
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/15/2020-12575/procedures-for-asylum-and-withholding-of-removal-credible-fear-and-reasonable-fear-review
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/07/09/2020-14758/security-bars-and-processing
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/24/2020-06238/control-of-communicable-diseases-foreign-quarantine-suspension-of-introduction-of-persons-into
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/24/2020-06238/control-of-communicable-diseases-foreign-quarantine-suspension-of-introduction-of-persons-into
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/pdf/CDC-265-Order-Renewal_5-19-20-p.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/09/23/2020-21027/procedures-for-asylum-and-withholding-of-removal
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/26/2020-13544/asylum-application-interview-and-employment-authorization-for-applicants
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/26/2020-13544/asylum-application-interview-and-employment-authorization-for-applicants
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/22/2020-13391/removal-of-30-day-processing-provision-for-asylum-applicant-related-form-i-765-employment
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/22/2020-13391/removal-of-30-day-processing-provision-for-asylum-applicant-related-form-i-765-employment

