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Introduction  

Throughout Latin America, multiple overlapping humanitarian crises continue to force the displacement and 

movement of millions of people seeking safety and protection. Violence, economic instability, and environmental 

https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/950
https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/950
https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/1663
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THE IRC’S WORK IN LATIN AMERICA 

 
The IRC operates across the arc of the humanitarian and migration crises in Central America, South America, and Mexico. 
Our presence has allowed the IRC to gain a deep understanding of the root causes of migration through a humanitarian 
and development lens by delivering services and humanitarian assistance to migrants on the move, refugees, asylum 

/sites/default/files/document/6423/cs2201watchlistreportfinal.pdf
/sites/default/files/document/6423/cs2201watchlistreportfinal.pdf
/sites/default/files/document/6423/cs2201watchlistreportfinal.pdf
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1029/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1029/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1021/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1021/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1021/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1016/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1016/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1053/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1053/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1053/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1054/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1054/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1052/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1052/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1043/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1043/summary


  

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2021/02/26/venezuelan-refugees-and-their-receiving-communities-need-funding-not-sympathy/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2021/02/26/venezuelan-refugees-and-their-receiving-communities-need-funding-not-sympathy/
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/overview/2019
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/overview/2019
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/overview/2020
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/overview/2020
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/overview/2021
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/overview/2021
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/the-global-compact-on-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/the-global-compact-on-refugees.html
/sites/default/files/document/6324/ircdrcnrcjointreportv4final.pdf
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Colombia, which hosts approximately 32% of displaced Venezuelans, took on the extraordinary move of granting 

Venezuelans Temporary Protected Status in February 2021, which will provide work permits, access to 

healthcare, educational opportunities, and a path to regularization to Venezuelans in Colombia. Such a 

commitment will require sustained technical, financial, and political support from donor countries to ensure the 

program is a success. Further north in Mexico, communities of people on the move in Tapachula, Monterrey, 

and Ciudad Juárez have put pressure on educational, healthcare, and migration systems that have been strained 

for years. Increased international support is required to strengthen these public services and provide essential 

wrap-around services to migrants and host communities alike.  

 
R4V: Established in 2018 by IOM and the UNHCR, the R4V is a forum to "coordinate the response efforts [to the regional 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2021/10/31/supporting-colombian-host-communities-and-venezuelan-migrants-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2021/10/31/supporting-colombian-host-communities-and-venezuelan-migrants-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20support%20to%20the%20Temporary%20Protection%20Status%20in%20Colombia.pdf
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20support%20to%20the%20Temporary%20Protection%20Status%20in%20Colombia.pdf
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20support%20to%20the%20Temporary%20Protection%20Status%20in%20Colombia.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2021/10/31/supporting-colombian-host-communities-and-venezuelan-migrants-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2021/10/31/supporting-colombian-host-communities-and-venezuelan-migrants-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/article/mexico
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/article/mexico
https://www.r4v.info/en/aboutus
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/mirps-en/about-mirps
https://www.procesodequito.org/en/what-we-do#:~:text=The%20Quito%20Process%20is%20the,to%20the%20Venezuelan%20migration%20crisis.
https://www.procesodequito.org/en/member-states#:~:text=The%20Group%20of%20Friends%20of,migrants%2C%20as%20well%20as%20to
https://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/climatechange-disasters/maldonadocastillo.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/protecting-forcibly-displaced-latin-america-evolving-refugee-and-asylum-framework


https://doi.org/10.1093/rsq/hdaa011
https://doi.org/10.1093/rsq/hdaa011
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/protecting-forcibly-displaced-latin-america-evolving-refugee-and-asylum-framework
https://www.r4v.info/en/aboutus
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/AD06-Applying%20the%20%E2%80%9CTriple%20Nexus%E2%80%9D%3B%20between%20Humanitarian%2C%20Development%2C%20and%20Peace%20in%20he%20Context%20of%20Migration%20Flows%20from%20Venezuela.pdf
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/latin-america-migration-refugee-crises-by-erika-mouynes-and-meghan-lopez-2022-02?barrier=accesspay
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/latin-america-migration-refugee-crises-by-erika-mouynes-and-meghan-lopez-2022-02?barrier=accesspay
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-latam_foundation-regional-cooperation_eng-final.pdf
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government or -society, approach is needed to address the complex overlapping factors that drive migration 

from, through, and within the region. 

Simultaneously, the misperception that the United States is the destination for all people on the move in the 

region continues to have traction, despite Mexico, Costa Rica, Belize, and Colombia all being considered viable 

options for international protection. As a result of these dynamics, donors, multilateral institutions, and civil 

society organizations must rethink their approaches to responding to these crises to consider humanitarian and 

protection needs throughout the region. 

The political and economic realities of protracted displacement in the Americas demand a more coordinated 

approach that responds to both the immediate, short-term needs of refugees and migrants, host communities, 

https://www.migrationdataportal.org/regional-data-overview/migration-data-central-america
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/regional-data-overview/migration-data-central-america
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/61932
/report/still-search-work-creating-jobs-syrian-refugees-update-jordan-compact
/sites/default/files/document/1343/insearchofworkweb.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/09/27/300-million-to-improve-employment-opportunities-for-jordanians-and-syrian-refugees
https://globalcff.org/supported-projects/
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/system/files/2018-12/parternship_priorities_2016-2018_and_their_annexed_eu-jordan_compact.pdf



